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Through dedicated care 
and innovative therapies, 
we ensure that every child 
has the opportunity to
communicate and thrive—
free from financial barriers.
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This year, I was reminded again and again why this Clinic has been so strongly supported for

more than 30 years.

Since 1990, families have walked through our doors searching for answers, for support, and for

hope. Every day, our team shows up ready to meet them with expertise, compassion, and

unwavering commitment. The Masonic Children’s Clinic for Communication Disorders was

founded on the belief that every child deserves access to high-quality, evidence-based care

regardless of financial barriers. That belief continues to guide every decision we make.

Because of the generous support of our community, this

year we welcomed our first ever full-time audiologist. This

important addition strengthens our interdisciplinary model

and expands access to comprehensive hearing services,

ensuring that hearing — the foundation of speech and

language — is fully supported.

We were also deeply honored to receive a generous estate

gift that will sustain the clinic’s work for years to come. This

extraordinary act of philanthropy represents more than

financial support; it is an investment in lasting impact for

the children and families we serve and in the health of our

community.

I am especially grateful to the families who allow us to be

part of their journey. They remind us that this report is far

more than a collection of numbers. Behind every statistic

is a child finding their voice, a family feeling less alone,

and a team showing up each day to give their very best.

To our dedicated staff, valued partners, and generous

donors — thank you. Because of you, we are not only

meeting today’s needs, we are building a strong and

hopeful future for the children and families who walk

through our doors.

Niki Lampi
Clinic Director 
M.A., CCC-SLP
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CHAMPIONS OF OUR MISSION

“As parents, supporting the Masonic Children’s Speech Clinic feels
  like the most meaningful way we can give—because strong
  communities are built when we all share a responsibility to care
  for the kids growing up in them.”

– Meredith and Marius Anderson, Duluth
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Nearly 1 in 12 children have a
disorder related to voice, speech,

language, or swallowing. Early
intervention is key. 

Giving Kids a Voice: The Impact
of Speech & Language Therapy
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2026 INITIATIVES

Authentic conversations with parents,

professionals, and supporters about helping

children with communication needs. From

heartwarming stories to practical strategies,

Hear Me Out! offers insights into the world

of communication disorders and those

dedicated to making a difference. Find the

podcast on Apple and Spotify.

Listen to our new
podcast Hear Me Out!

BECAUSE OF YOUR SUPPORT!BECAUSE OF YOUR SUPPORT!BECAUSE OF YOUR SUPPORT!
Thanks to your support, we overcame some of our biggest challenges in 2025. 

As 2026 unfolds, we're ready to embrace new opportunities together. Your

continued involvement means the world to us.

Establish leadership and oversight of the RiteCare Scholarship Program

Identify and implement an audiology program to expand interdisciplinary care

Increase community awareness and education on hearing loss, including

support for children using hearing aids and cochlear implants

Explore collaborative partnerships with organizations such as the Different –

Not Less Foundation and MN Neurodivergent to develop region-specific

programming and support for individuals with autism
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“Her eyes lit up
  when I told her 
  about the
  Children’s Clinic
  the first time.
  And after her
  visit to Duluth,
  she said: ‘Every
  community
  should have a
  clinic like this!’”                  

About Margaret Laurich, a former
teacher, who left the clinic a
generous estate gift in 2025
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No one expects to spend a significant amount of time in and out of
doctor and therapist offices, especially for their child, let alone for
both of their children. Yet that quickly became the reality for our
family. Coming to the Masonic Clinic completely changed the course
of our lives.

Our boys have taken very different paths to begin their journeys, but
both have found their way to the Masonic Clinic for support. Jameson
began receiving services in April 2025. He is autistic and uses an
AAC device to support his communication. Henry will begin services
in June 2026. In addition to being autistic, he has a rare genetic
condition that brings many additional challenges, and he also uses
an AAC device to communicate.

The therapists and staff at the clinic have embraced and supported our family in ways that have
opened countless doors for growth and opportunity for both boys. Beyond the exceptional care
provided by the staff, the clinic offers groups, meetings, and educational opportunities that help
parents connect and build a supportive community. Our family has participated in the Autism Support
Group, the Gestalt Language Processing education course, music and movement classes for the boys,
childcare during sessions, and community “field trips.” We have also worked closely with staff on
speech therapy, AAC support, feeding therapy, and OT consults. These resources have given our boys
opportunities to interact with children who share similar experiences, while also allowing me to
connect with other parents and become more involved in the neurodiverse community.

The support we have received through the Masonic Clinic has changed our family’s path in ways we
never imagined. Because of the care, expertise, and compassion of the staff, our boys are growing,
connecting, and finding their voices in their own ways. Just as importantly, our family has found a
community that understands and supports us. We are deeply grateful for the opportunities the clinic
has created for our children and for so many other families like ours.

Kelsey earned her clinical doctorate in Audiology (AuD) from Central
Michigan University in 2013 and moved to the Northland after graduation
to be closer to family. She has been practicing in the Duluth area since.
While she’s served patients of all ages, her true passion has always been
pediatric care. She considers it both an honor and a joy to support
children and families at the Masonic Children’s Clinic, helping every child
access the sounds that shape learning, connection, and development.

Kelsey is passionate about partnering with families to ensure hearing
concerns are identified and addressed promptly. By combining clinical
expertise with compassionate, child-centered care, she helps children
build the strong auditory foundation they need to thrive.

Kelsey Putvin, Audiologist
Au.D.,CCC-A 

MMCCCD Welcomes Audiologist 
Kelsey Putvin to the Clinic
MMCCCD Welcomes Audiologist 
Kelsey Putvin to the Clinic

Real Life ImpactReal Life Impact

– Laura Brekken
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Save the Date
THE MMCCCD ANNUAL  D INNER

 GREYSOLON BALLROOM,  DULUTH,  MINNESOTA

AUGUST 20 ,  2026

Events
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Sign up for ourSign up for our

newsletternewsletter
Sign up for our

newsletter

@MasonicChildrensClinic

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram for tips,Follow us on Facebook and Instagram for tips,

success stories, and clinic news.success stories, and clinic news.
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram for tips,

success stories, and clinic news.

24 West 2nd Street
Duluth, Minnesota 55802

OPEN HOUSE!OPEN HOUSE!
Join us for an Open House at our clinic,

4:00 - 6:00 p.m., May 28
Come meet our team, take a guided tour, and get a behind-the-scenes

look at how our therapists work. Enjoy light refreshments and learn more

about what we do. We’d love to see you there!
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